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Our response in detail 

Mineral criticality is determined on the basis of supply risk and economic vulnerability. The British Geological 

Survey have classified 18 minerals as highly critical for the UK, with a further five minerals on a watchlist4. These 
minerals are vital to the healthcare, security, aerospace and consumer electronics sectors and find significant use 
in information and communications technologies. Crucially, critical minerals are also at the heart of most of the 

technologies that will enable us to cut our emissions and decarbonise our economies5. Table 1 lists key uses for a 

selection of these critical minerals, and the location of major producers. 

Table 1: Examples of critical minerals, their current usages and location of major producers. Compiled from: UK criticality 

assessment of technology critical minerals and metals6. 

Tin, tantalum and tungsten are considered ‘conflict minerals’7 as well as critical minerals. Gold is the fourth in the 

‘3TG’ group of conflict minerals but is currently not classed as critical. Businesses in Northern Ireland have a 

statutory requirement to comply with EU Conflict Mineral Regulation, with an expectation that all companies who 

are importing 3TG minerals into Great Britain should be complying with OECD guidance on mineral supply chain 

due diligence8. We suggest considering the merits of formalising this requirement for the whole of the UK might 

help support importers and producers (e.g., compliance with standards or regulations might help to evidence their 

ESG credentials, or reassure investors and markets), while managing the risk of supply chains linked to human 

rights violations or conflict. In addition, environmental, social and governance requirements within the conflict 

mineral supply chain would support due diligence for these minerals.  

 

The move to a low-carbon energy system requires a significant increase in mineral resources. This increase is 

anticipated in both absolute quantities of material and the relative proportion required by low-carbon 
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We welcome the publication of the Critical Minerals Strategy, and the way it highlights the importance of a circular 
economy for critical minerals. We look forward to further detail and timescales for its implementation, as well as to 
the Government’s consultation on Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) originally announced for 

2022. The UK should aim to keep pace with other nations in addressing supply security, including in light of the 

imminent ratification of the EU Critical Raw Materials Act and new EU batteries regulation. 
 
Taking a systemic approach to diversifying the UK’s critical mineral supply chains, we suggest: 

a) Moving from a linear, take-make-waste economy to a circular economy for critical minerals will reduce 

reliance on overseas sources of critical minerals by reducing price volatility and reliance on primary 

extraction. These approaches also help to cut waste and reduce embodied energy of second-life products 

while also reducing the energy requirements and environmental impacts associated with mining and 

refining of primary materials
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secondary sources – is required, underpinned by life cycle assessment of products and services from 

‘cradle to cradle’ to ensure informed decisions are made19. 
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