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Figure 1: National and regional distribution of organisations awarded funding by the Outreach Fund16

Where do we fund? 
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What do funded projects deliver?
Vjg"Qwvtgcej"Hwpf"uwrrqtvu"cevkxkv{"yjkej"ku"dwknv"qp"eqtg"ejgokecn"uekgpegu"eqpvgpv<"ejgokuvt{"
must be at the heart of the activity. From cutting edge research to highlighting the topical nature of 
ejgokuvt{"cpf"kvu"tgngxcpeg"vq"rgqrngҲu"gxgt{fc{"nkxgu."vjg"Hwpf"rtqxkfgu"Ὅgzkdknkv{"hqt"crrnkecpvu"
vq"fgvgtokpg"vjg"tkijv"gpvt{"rqkpv"vq"vjg"ejgokecn"uekgpegu"hqt"vjgkt"cwfkgpegu0"Vjg"rtqeguu"qh"
cttkxkpi"cv"vjg"vqrke"hqtocv"cpf"ogejcpkuou"qh"fgnkxgt{"ku"fkhhgtgpv"hqt"gcej"rtqlgev."cpf"tgὍgevu"
vjg"gzrgtvkug"cpf"pgvyqtmu"qh"vjg"fgnkxgt{"vgco025



Schools practical workshops: 
supporting students and teachers
The Country Trust, an environment-related charity, was awarded funding to 
develop workshops that linked directly to the English primary curriculum topic 
“rocks and soils”.

By bringing in specialist soil scientists they were able to create an activity that was 
gpicikpi."hwp."cpf"tqqvgf"kp"ewttkewnwo/tgngxcpv"uekgpeg0"Gxgt{"ejknf"kpxqnxgf"iqv"



Science circus project: 
broadening understanding 
of who is a chemist
Circus 250, an arts-based organisation who use science themes in their work, 
were awarded funding for the chemistry elements of a wider circus show 
designed to connect science with everyday life. 

Vjg"mg{"gngogpv"hqt"Ektewu"472"ycu"vjcv"gxgt{fc{"vcumu"dg"tgeqipkugf"cu"
uekgpeg."kp"vjku"ecug"urgekὌecnn{"ejgokuvt{."uq"vjg{"vqqm"c"dtqcf"ngpu"qp"
yjgtg"vjcv"uwrrqtv"okijv"dg"hqwpf0"Dtgykpi"cpf"fkuvknnkpi"ygtg"kfgpvkὌgf"cu"
korqtvcpv"nqecn"kpfwuvtkgu."cpf"rwdu"hqtogf"hqecn"rqkpvu"hqt"nqecn"eqoowpkvkgu."
so this was the natural chemistry connection. As Dr Dea Birkett (director and 
tkpiocuvgt"qh"Ektewu"472+"fguetkdgf."vjku"uggogf"nqikecn"vq"vjgo."dwv"ycupҲv"
always the easiest connection for their communities to make: 

D{"lqkpkpi"wr"c"ygnn/wpfgtuvqqf"nqecn"rtcevkeg"ykvj"vjg"oqtg"
hqtocn"eqpvgzvu"qh"ejgokuvt{"cpf"ejgokuvu."vjku"rtqlgev"
reached large audiences from areas not normally able to 
ceeguu"UVGO"gpicigogpv."ocmkpi"ejgokuvt{"tgncvcdng."hwp."
and a viable future option for all.

Vjg{"yqwnf"nkmg"vq"dg"cdng"vq"cff"oqtg"cecfgoke"cpf"TUE"
ogodgt"nkpmu"kpvq"hwvwtg"yqtm."vq"rwuj"vjgkt"ejgokuvt{"eqpvgpv"
hwtvjgt0"Yjkng"kvҲu"pqv"engct"jqy"vjcv"ecp"dg"gpcdngf"{gv."cv"ngcuv"
vjg"dwknfkpi"dnqemu"hqt"vjku"yqtm"ctg"Ὄton{"kp"rnceg0

“ ”
They don’t call themselves scientists, but they are. They’re doing chemistry. 

Every time they pull a pint, they’re doing chemistry.

The Outreach Fund



Climate change activities for COP26:
engaging young people with 
ejgokuvt{."tgpgycdng"gpgtikgu. 
and policymaking
PPL PWR, a small not-for-profit organisation who engage the public about 
sustainable innovation, were awarded funding for activities with school groups and 
the public to be held in the run-up to and at COP26 (2021).  

Cp"gzkuvkpi"uejqqnuҲ"pgvyqtm"ykvj"c"hqewu"qp"uwuvckpcdknkv{"rtqxkfgf"ceeguu"vq"vjg"
{qwpi"rgqrng0"Gzkuvkpi"eqppgevkqpu"ykvj"cecfgoke"gzrgtvu"cpf"vjg"qticpkucvkqpҲu"
priorities helped establish a critical mass for action. Organisation volunteers and 
chemistry students trained young people to engage with the public about research 
and issues related to renewable energy and sustainability.

School students created postcards with art and poetry inspired by sustainability 
vjgogu"vq"vcmg"vq"EQR480"Vjg{"gpeqwtcigf"ogodgtu"qh"vjg"rwdnke"vq"ytkvg"vq"vjgkt"
ORu"qp"vjgug"rquv"ectfu0"Vjg"{qwpi"rgqrng"uwdugswgpvn{"ogv"ykvj"ugpkqt"iqxgtpogpv"
qhὌekcnu"cpf"rqnke{"uvcmgjqnfgtu."hggfkpi"kpvq"rqnke{"fgekukqpu"dgecwug"qh"vjgkt"
rctvkekrcvkqp"cv"EQR480"Vjg"uvwfgpvu"ygtg"cnuq"uwrrqtvgf"kp"ogfkc"gpicigogpvu"
tgncvgf"vq"vjg"rtqlgev0"Cnqpiukfg"vjku."vjg"rtqlgev"eqpvtkdwvgf"vq"cp"chὌnkcvgf"rcpgn"
fkuewuukqp"qp"uwuvckpcdng"Ὄpcpeg0"Vjg"TUE"jcf"c"rtgugpeg"cv"EQR48"vjtqwij"vjg"wug"
of branding and links to resources.
One of the volunteers went on to move from research 
kpvq"rqnke{ocmkpi"chvgt"vjgkt"rctvkekrcvkqp."cpf"cvvgpfkpi"
the conference was felt to have had a huge impact on 
everyone who was part of the project. 

Vjg"rtqlgev"xcnwgf"vjg"uwrrqtv"vjg{"jcf"htqo"vjg"TUE"
cpf"vjg"hwpf"vgco."rctvkewnctn{"vjg"Ὅgzkdknkv{"ujqyp"
vjtqwij"vjg"EQXKF/3;"rcpfgoke."cnnqykpi"vjgo"vq"
deliver a successful project as different partner costs 
cpf"ektewouvcpegu"ejcpigf"uwduvcpvkcnn{0"Vjg"vgco"hgnv"
they could have further strengthened the project with 
additional connection to the RSC Communications and 
Gfwecvkqp"vgcou0

The Outreach Fund
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How does the Outreach Fund 
make a difference? 
Vjg"TUEҲu"rwtrqug"ku"vq"jgnr"vjg"ejgokecn"uekgpeg"
eqoowpkv{"ocmg"vjg"yqtnf"c"dgvvgt"rnceg0"Vjg"
Outreach Fund supports this by making a difference 
vq"rctvkekrcpvu."ejgokuvt{/wukpi"rtqhguukqpcnu"cpf"
qwvtgcej"rtqhguukqpcnu"cpf"qticpkucvkqpu."vjtqwij<

• �raising aspirations and enabling inclusive access to 
the chemical sciences.

• �professional development"qh"ejgokuvt{/wukpi"
rtqhguukqpcnu."uwrrqtvkpi"vjg"fgxgnqrogpv"qh"vjgkt"
competencies and their impact.

• �
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The Outreach Fund

Vjg"codkvkqp"vq"tckug"curktcvkqpu"vjtqwij"Qwvtgcej"
Fund projects is not limited to young people or 
uejqqnu/tgncvgf"cwfkgpegu0"Qpg"rtqlgev"yqtmkpi"ykvj"
prisoners reported that 3 participants aimed to gain 
c"swcnkὌecvkqp"tgncvgf"vq"vjg"ejgokecn"uekgpegu"kp"vjg"
future.5;

Areas to strengthen include:

• �uwrrqtvkpi"crrnkecpvu"vq"kpvgitcvg"tgugctej/kphqtogf"
htcogyqtmu"kpvq"vjgkt"rtqlgev"crrnkecvkqp."fgnkxgt{"cpf"







Building on success

Is the Outreach Fund a success? 



Can the Outreach Fund 
do better?



18
ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY  |  MAKING A DIFFERENCE

3	� Vjqocu."N"cpf"Vjqtng{"E."42460"Korcev"Tgrqtv<"Tq{cn"Uqekgv{"
qh"Ejgokuvt{Ҳu"Qwvtgcej"Hwpf"*4242/4244+."Rcig"40

2	� Kpvtqfwekpi"Rwdnke"Gpicigogpv"~"PEERG

3	� Kpvtqfwekpi"Rwdnke"Gpicigogpv"~"PEERG

4	� Kpvtqfwekpi"Rwdnke"Gpicigogpv"~"PEERG

5	� Kpvtqfwekpi"Rwdnke"Gpicigogpv"~"PEERG

8	� TUE"Kpvgtpcn"cpcn{uku."4246

7	� Hwvwtg"Yqtmhqteg"cpf"Gfwecvkqpcn"Rcvjyc{u"*tue0qti+

8	� Hwvwtg"Yqtmhqteg"cpf"Gfwecvkqpcn"Rcvjyc{u"*tue0qti+."

;

	�
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