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Briefing 

2. Protect and stabilise key parts of the UK’s R&D system  

3. Work across departments to deliver the future skilled workforce the UK needs 

1. Deliver increased public investment in R&D using transparent mechanisms  

The UK government must bring the UK’s R&D investment in line with the best in the OECD, using its R&D 
Strategy to develop transparent, long-term R&D funding mechanisms 

The UK government has set out ambitious long-term plans to increase public investment in R&D, reaching 
£22 billion per year by 2024/25.1 The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) has 
confirmed its allocations of the R&D budget for 2020/21.2 These commitments are a welcome signal, but 
we need to see more on the mechanisms for delivery, ensuring that they create the right environment for 
the UK to continue to be a science superpower.  

 
Planning for stability and long-term recovery 
The UK government must set out transparently 
how increased R&D investment will translate 
into funding streams that support curiosity, 
collaboration and leadership  

The government’s recently published R&D 
strategy is a positive start, but more detail on 
where investment will go and how the UK will 
reach R&D investment levels to match the best in 
the OECD is essential to give confidence to the 
private sector, including international investors, 
for long-term R&D investment decisions. Public 
investment in R&D must result in funding streams 
that visibly enable the drivers of science – 
curiosity, collaboration (between sectors and 
disciplines), and leadership.3  

 
Creating trust through transparency 
The UK government should create a ‘digital shop 
window’ for R&D investment that guides 
domestic and international researchers, 
innovators and investors to the UK’s offering.   
R&D funding announcements currently don’t refer 
to their source budgets, making it challenging to 
navigate the system. Increased public investment 
commitments are welcome, but private investors 
must be able to understand what the ‘UK offer’ is. 
Creating a digital shop window for R&D 
investment will help attract the international 
talent and investment that is vital to the UK’s R&D 
landscape.4
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Supporting regional growth 
The Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) must support the growth of regional R&D across the UK at a scale 
at least equivalent to that of the European Structural Investment (ESI) Funds.  
A replacement for ESI funds, the SPF has been announced by government.10 
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